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AMENDING ACTS RELATING 
LIVERYMEN’S LIENS AND THE EN 
OF IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUM 


Mr. Cruements, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, 


submitted the following 


REPORT 
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< 
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Mie Committee on the tric 
the bill cs. 1342) to amend acts r 
men’s liens and the enforcement there 
and for other purposes, having conside: 
thereon with amendments and ree 
do pass. 

The amendments are as follows: 

Page 2, line 7, after the word ‘vehicles 
ing trailers” 

Page 2, line 8, after the word ‘thei’ 
reasonable’ 

Page 2. line 17. strike out the words 
thereof the words “shown by the certifi 
vehicle’. 

Page 3, line 24, : 


Anv person selling 
lier 


or unreasonable 
to the owner in dama 


’ 


The purpose of 1 lecislation is contained in the lett | 
Mr. Jo V. Morgan, presi it of the Bar Association of the Dist 
of Columbia under date of March 28, 1951, to the Honorable Mat 
M. Neely, chairman o! » Senate Committee on the Dist 


Columbia. Excerpts irom said tetter are made a pal 


urposes sou rht 


tional sales ¢ 
but there are 








2 GARAGEKEEPERS AND LIVERYMEN’S LIENS 


garage keepers’ liens and chattel deeds of trust. The latter question has never 
been decided by the court of appeals. It seemed desirable to eliminate this 
source of doubt and to treat chattel deeds of trust in the same manner as con- 
ditional bills of sale. 

2. With respect to enforcement of garagekeepers’ liens, the present law requires 
the filing of a suit in event the value of the property bound by the lien exceeds 


$50 Under present conditions, almost any motor vehicle has a value exceeding 
that sum Suit for enforcement of such a lien entails the delay and expense inci- 
dent to all lawsuits, and in addition requires the appointment of a receiver or 


trustee to make sale, and this person must be compensated out of the proceeds 


of sale and the premium on his bond paid from that source. Such a proceeding, 


of course, requires the emploving of an attorney \ great number of the States 
provide for enforcement of these liens by publie auction after notice or provide 
for sale in summary fashion by the sheriff or a similar officer. It is believed that 


the noties provisions of the proposed bill substantially eliminate the danger ot 
abuses, particularly si the Direetor of Vehicles and Traffic would, of course, 











I re evidence of compliance with law before issuing a title to the purchaser at 

ich a sale I was also considered that conditional bills of ss and chattel 
deeds of trust are enforeed every dav without court proceedings and, in the ease 
of th I r, frequ t without anv notie rr pub 1 I fact, d | ) 
t mn real estate are likew enforeed thout a court pro din vid these 
pra uted ir or yabdu 

§. Under presen iW iti tful whether any person other than someone 

oO } g the technical status ¢ ragekeeper is éntitled to any lien, although 


he may have done all of the things which would have entitled a garagekeeper to 


a lie It was believed more just to make the lien dependent upon the things 
aone ‘ tie itus Oo } perso aoe them 
| daer the present aw a garage} ‘per might not be justified in refu ing to 
rl ler a motor vehicle, even though entitled to a lien thereon, unless he had 
first given written notice to the owner It is believed that the right to detain th 
ld not be made dependent upon the giving of prior written notice 
H evel ov] ng of notice Wo ld, of course, be a conditior pre ednent to 
( ‘ 


property in order to satisfv a fraudul nt, excessive, or 


sonable n shall be guilty of a conversion of such property and liable to 


This provision is to protec the owners of such property aga Ist an 
ek ‘eper 


This bill has the approval of the Board of Commissioners and the 
Bar Association of the District of Columbia 


CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW 


In compliance with subsection (4) of rule NXIX of the Standing 
Rules of the Senate, changes in existing law in the bill, as reported, 


aw proposed LO be OLE | Is enclosed 


- | eae . 
are SHOWTL &sS toliows CAISLIONYG 
| > ] . ve 9 . cs scat > _— 
in black brackets, new matter is printed 1m italies, existing law in 


1 ] 
whic 1 ho change IS proposed IS SHOWA La TOMA) : 


I 
Put Law 181—66rTH CoNGREss] 
AN ’ \ \ e | t of Columbia 
) \ t ut it ad 
\ tr LI ERYMI 
5 1262. [It sha e law for all per s keeping or boarding any animals at 
Ve t ! e District, 1 | any agre nent with the owner thereof, to detain 
ialle nder such agreement for the care, keep, or board of 
ha ave been paid: Provided, howeve that notice in writine shall 
first pe ven tos nowner person or at his last known piace of residence of the 


charges and t ion to detain such animal or animals until 
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1 1 


such charges shall be paid. Garage keepers shall also have a lien for their charges 
for storage, repairs, and supplies of or concerning motor vehicles, when such 
charges are incurred by an owner or conditional vendee of such motor vehicle 

and may detain such motor vehicles at any time they n 
thereof, after giving a notice similar to that provided for livervmen. If said charge 


ay 





are not paid in thirty days said lien may be enforced in the manner provided it 
section 1264 J That it shall be lawful for a persons keeping or boarding any 
animals at livery within the Distr ct. unde any agreement w th the owne thereol, to 





detain such animals unt a charges unde such aq f ) he ca é ( 
hoar l of such animals sha have heen paid P ovid , howeve T} at betore niore g 
the lien hereby given notice n writing sha be quive fo such owne rn pe on o 
regist red mail at his last-knou place of esidence i / a OUNL »} 4 / de 
and the ntention to detain such animal o inima h charaqe } 
LIEN FOR ST S vps : 
All person storing epa ina, oO furnishi ] pplve ot 
A hare les Lie / wling trawlers ha hawe a en oO ai ) ! é oO Iso 
for s ich storaqe, epar , and pplies wi 
oO condition ul ve lee oO chat mortqgago ( I 1”) 
lve a of mortgade of sucl moto vehicle, an ” } Ho ; 
tiie fhe j ma } 1?) ! f ] Le LR aon t} eot \ 
a olhe ens O rgnts no to the vel e 4 yf a he ‘ mooted fy} 
lo clatm fo storade Refo ( orcind & } en, »f ) / " 
to the title holde ie } hold how? thie fit I i fii , 
vehicle and any othe persons know lo ¢ , f ho ha esl } 
ipon the vehtel ‘S hi not Ss} j 
mail to th wwtl-knou ti] of tt } f } / 
ts claimed for the charges tl , et fort} th, fry Hraeche } 
payment thereof T) ha orpo no 
ment of yartr a ol / } ( ha ) } ! 
may be added a Lun ) lo ot the vel O 
of payment o SLL ¢é } / 1” f / /) / 
ul not be an « f charae re 7 at the tin ) 
rol 7 f 8 OF ® j ai ‘ ) { } ! 4 
¢ il cove L pe ) é ’ la 
ENFORCEMENT OF LIEN BY 


Sec. 1263. [If the amount due and for which a ! e1 ’ { ’ 
— 7 


three sections Ot paid after i I 1 of 1 mont i Linie i j 
property bound bv said lien doe ot exceed the l oft fi \ follar 
party entitled to such lien, after demand of payment uj he debtor, if he b 


Within the District, may proceed to sell the propert: ibje » lien at pul 











auction, after giving notice once a week for three su week , e da 
new paper publ hed I i) I and the proceed sa t Lppiled 
first, to the expenses of such sales and the discharge o l en, and the remainade 
1 over tot owner ¢ the prope! v.J Tf ti ! yunt ( 
, t milo / C0 } a f fhe e7 } / 
yf f pa e? ft ? ) 
f auchio g ? é ; / ( 
” arly ? 1} Dp hed he Dist N 
lo a j / j a . ‘ } 
SLE lo if fy a } f ? pu? ; } , j , 
to date of sale i allo f t} ? ofa l ( 
the chattel nelud ] ; [ ‘ f ! ‘ oT f es f} 
serial number and engine n é f any, and State « dD l ce? 
year. Any perso? ( id i Drop ty an order to rf 
nreasonable lien sha f } con mm oO ( 





an damaae S the ) 


[Sec. 1264. EnrorceMENT BY BILL IN EQUITY If the blu t propel 
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was attached to sale for the satisfaction of the 


the plaintiff recover his demand against 


l i due, and may have execution therefor 





